


irections
In this part of the test, you will do some reading and answer questions about
what you have read.

Read this biography about a scientist from Germany. Then answer questions 
1 through 5.

Book 1

Reading

When Jacob Hübner was nine years old, his teachers noticed
that he could draw very well. Things that other students had a

hard time drawing, Hübner drew with ease.
He did not understand why his classmates
could not draw the mouth of a flowerpot.

The lines of Hübner’s drawings of flowerpots
were always straight and smooth. The lines of his
classmates’, though, were crooked. When the class had to a

draw a bottle, Hübner had no problems. His bottles were
always round and correct. His classmates, however,

always made one shoulder of the bottle flop
down at a slant.

For Hübner, getting these things down on
paper with pen and ink was as simple as walking.

He did not think that drawing was a difficult task. He loved drawing. He
soon began to always have a notebook at the ready. On his walks home from
school, he would stop and sketch the bricks of his hometown’s Puppet
Theater. He also drew many pictures of the curves of the Augsburg Bridge.
Standing on the bridge and drawing, he saw that down below, flowers grew
on the banks of the river. He went down to get a closer look.
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Here, on the banks of the river, were things that he found more
interesting than bricks, bottles, bridges, and buildings. He spent as much
time as he could drawing the flowers that grew on the banks of the river.
Since each flower had such bright colors all its own, Hübner began to paint.
He paid close attention to the things he saw. Using paint allowed him to get
the colors exactly right. He wanted to catch every detail. Many of these
details, he noticed, were insects. Each kind of plant had its own special
group of insects that came to visit it. Hübner got up close to watch these
insects. He drew them, painted them, and brought them home to get a 
closer look.

By the time Hübner had graduated from school and started work as a
fabric designer, his talents and interests had grown into a love for insects
that would last his whole life. Every moment he could spare from work, he
drew and painted insects. Butterflies and moths, in particular, caught his eye.
Hübner was one of the first people to notice that a certain kind of caterpillar
develops into a certain kind of butterfly. He took the trouble to paint the
caterpillar exactly how he saw it. He painted the shape and color of the
pupa, or chrysalis, it builds. He made sure that the wings of the butterfly he
painted were just like the real thing.

Hübner was not just a great artist. He was also the first to notice the
small details that make one insect different from another. He gave scientific
names to hundreds of kinds of butterflies and moths. As the great scientist
Francis Hemming said, “Even though Hübner died in 1826, he is assured of
a lasting place in the science to which he devoted his life.”

Which statement best describes the

way the author gets the reader’s

attention in the first paragraph?

A She mentions the names of

Hübner’s teachers and

classmates.

B She includes details to illustrate

Hübner’s talent.

C She shows why Hübner’s insect

studies were important.

D She makes it longer than the

other paragraphs in the article.

According to the article, the reason

why Hübner started painting was to

F show the color of each flower 

G draw the lines of flower pots

H show the curves of the

Augsburg Bridge

J display the lives of insects

21

Go On
Duplicating any part of this book is prohibited by law. 7Book 1

P
R

ETES
T

110NY_ELA_G6_SE_PDF  6/29/06  2:41 PM  Page 7



The native peoples of Australia call the duck-billed platypus by different
names: tambreet, tohunbuck, mallangong. Its scientific name, however, is
Ornithorhynchus anatinus. This means “duck-like animal with a bird nose.”
Some people also call it the water mole, because it digs long tunnels in the
earth, its fur looks like a mole’s coat, and it is fond of the water. It gets its
name of platypus because its feet are flat, wide, and webbed, like those of a
duck. Platypus means “flat foot” in Greek.

The duck-billed platypus is a very strange animal. Since its mouth looks
like a duck’s bill, or beak, people sometimes just call it the duckbill. Its bill,
though, is not hard like a duck’s, but soft and leathery. It is not really a
mouth, either. While the mouth of a duck really is its bill, the mouth of a
duck-billed platypus is underneath the bill. The bill is a special organ that
the platypus uses to search for food while it swims underwater. When it
swims underwater, the platypus closes its eyes.

Another thing that makes the platypus
strange is that it is poisonous. It has little

hooks on the back of its webbed feet.
At the bottom of each hook is a little
sack that contains venom. The
platypus has no claws or teeth with

which to defend itself from another
animal. Instead, the platypus lifts up its

feet and slaps its attacker with its poisonous
hooks. Any animal unlucky enough to get

stung by a platypus will get a very painful
wound. This is the reason why when
dogs see a duck-billed platypus, they
watch it waddle along and bark at it, but

they will not touch it.
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The duck-billed platypus is a strong swimmer and a skillful digger. It
spends many hours every day swimming in streams, looking for food. It
builds its nest in the earth along the banks of the streams.

Inside the nest is something else that makes the duck-billed platypus a
very unusual mammal: eggs. The platypus does not give birth to live young
as all other mammals do. Instead, it lays eggs. These eggs do not have a hard
shell like birds’ eggs do, though. They are soft and leathery like the eggs of
lizards. The mother platypus must keep her eggs warm for about ten days.
She curls up around them until the babies hatch. Baby platypuses are
hairless when they hatch. About four months after hatching, they are
covered in fur and able to leave the nest. They swim with their mother and
learn how to find food with their strange bill.

For a long time, many scientists did not believe that the duck-billed
platypus actually existed. They thought that the stories people told about it
were just myths. But the platypus is no myth. It is a very real animal, even
though it is very strange.

Why will dogs not touch a duck-billed platypus?

A because it is such a strange animal

B because it has poisonous hooks on its feet

C because it is known for its fierce bite

D because it has sharp quills on its upper body

One way that a duck’s bill is different from a platypus’s bill is that a duck’s bill is

F a nose but not a mouth

G a mouth but not a nose

H also its mouth

J much softer 
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Notes

irections
In this part of the test, you will listen to a story called “Seed or Stone?” Then you
will answer some questions to show how well you understood what was read.

You will listen to the story twice. As you listen carefully, you may take notes on
the story anytime you wish during the readings. You may use these notes to
answer the questions that follow. Use the space below for your notes.
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